
French Revolution (1789-1799) 
 

Introduction:  

 The French Revolution was a period of time in France when the people overthrew the 

monarchy and took control of the government. 

The causes:  

 The French Revolution lasted 10 years from 1789 to 1799. It began in 1789 when 

revolutionaries bombed a prison called the Bastille. The revolution came to an end in 1799, when 

a general named Napoleon established the French Consulate (with Napoleon as leader). 

The King and the Queen:  
 The French king Louis XIV and his wife Marie Antoinette were extravagantly spending 

the tax money of the people, while the people were in poverty. The people became 

revolutionaries and entered the place and caught hold of the king, queen and the other royal 

people. They were all killed by the machine guillotine in the public place. The motto of French 

Revolution was “liberty, Equality & Fraternity.” There was blood flowing down the streets of 

Paris. Finally Napoleon became the Emperor in 1804. 

The impact of French Revolution on England:  

 The French Revolution gave rise to many Napoleonic wars. Napoleon constantly waged 

war against England for nearly 20 years. This affected the economy of England. The people of 

England also suffered because of the wars by Napoleon on England.  Many English people also 

became poor and died. 

French Revolution on English Literature:  
 The French Revolution influenced many writers of English Literature including Shelley. 

Yet, there are three writers of the 18th century had considerable influence of the Revolution in 

their writings.  They are:  

1. Edmund Burke    - Reflections on the French Revolution  

2. Thomas Carlyle   - French Revolution  

3.  William Wordsworth  - his poems 

The Victorian novelist Charles Dickens wrote a novel entitled as A Tale of Two Cities  with the 

French Revolution as the background. Basically the French Revolution was meant for the poor 

people to get equality. This concept attracted many of the English writers.  

  

 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 


